STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Draft Minutes for May 22, 2008

Members Present:  

David Barnicle (DB), Chair, David Mitchell (DM), Vice-Chair, Ed Goodwin (EG), Donna Grehl (DG)

Members Absent: Frank Damiano (FD)

Also Present:

Erin Jacque (EJ), Conservation Agent, Heather Blakeley of Bertin Engineering, David Roberts of Jalbert Engineering, Pat McGarrah of the Sturbridge Trails Committee, Alston Quattrocelli (6 Glenridge Road), Dan Prouty (One Picker Realty Trust), Rita and William Tetreault (94 South Shore Drive), Richard Para of Para Land Surveying, Ed Neal, John Hanson, Andy Szumilas, and Chip Sihvesir.  

7:03 PM – OPEN MEETING

DB read public hearing statement.

· CPA, Zoning Study Committee, and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s):

EG stated there are no updates.  EG stated that the CPA is working on projects with the   Housing Authority, branding and brochure.

DB stated there were no Zoning Study updates.  DB stated that the property on New Boston and Rt. 20 was discussed.
DM stated the LAC decided on a mission statement, and is preparing for the June 18th presentation on the results of the lakes monitoring study.  DM asked EJ to send the press release.  DM will be meeting with EJ after Memorial Day about this years lakes monitoring.  

· Approval of Minutes: 
MOTION:
 Moved by DG, seconded by EG to approve the May 1, 2008 minutes.



 Vote 3/0

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing –NOI CONTINUED from 1/10/08 DEP 300-772: Single-family home construction, addition, deck, retaining walls and swimming pool at 19 Woodside Circle.  Trifone Design representing L.Herbert.

Trifone was not present for the public.

· DB requested a continuation on behalf of Mr. Trifone.

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by DM to contact Mr. Trifone with the decision to continue the hearing.


Vote

· DM states he would like to send a certified letter since Trifone isn’t returning call to EJ. 
Public Hearing Continued to July 10, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.

7:45 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-775: Repair of failed soil absorption system at 551 Leadmine Road.  Jalbert Engineering representing T.Earls.

· EJ stated it’s a shallow site 25-30’ deep from the road.  Applicant is proposing to put in a new leach field for a failed system and also installing a new 1500 gallon tank for a two bedroom house.

· Jalbert stated the proposed system will be within 2’ of the property line.

· EJ stated the existing tank looks like it was placed in an area that used to be a wetland.
· EJ stated the entire site was previously altered.

· DB suggested a barrier (clay or plastic) so there’s no flow to wetland area.

· Jalbert Engineering states it’s coarse sand and sandy loams. 

· EG asks if it’s advantageous to put in a new type of system in a tight area like this. 

· DM states you can put in a system that’s been developed for nutrient reduction because of the proximity to the wetlands.

· D. Roberts stated the distance between the leach field is within 48’ of the wetland.
· EG asks if the property floods?

· D. Roberts did not answer the question.

· D. Roberts stated he will look at using a barrier and making sure that everything meets the setbacks.

· Commission requested a site visit.
Public Hearing Continued to June 5, 2008 at 8:15 p.m.

8:00 p.m. Public Hearing – RDA: Demolition and reconstruction of garage with a 10-foot addition at 6 Glenridge Road.  Applicant A. Quattrocelli.
· EJ states the applicant wants to demolish the existing garage and rebuild, adding a 10 ft. addition.  The addition is  setback if between 75-100 ft. from the wetland.
· EJ wants a location of stock pile material and a stabilization technique.
· Quattrocelli states material would be taken off the site immediately.
MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by DM to…

                         Vote 4/0
8:15 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-774:  Construction of two building additions totaling 762 sq.      ft., an 891 sq. ft garage, two pervious paver patios and a pervious paver walkway with associated site work at 94 South Shore Drive.  Jalbert Engineering representing W. Tetreault.
· EJ stated she has received revised plans.  There are more concentrated plantings proposed (6 plantings) by the lake, leaving open access and a 25’ no disturb area with plantings. EJ states pervious paver was squared off so it’s in the 50’ no structure area. 
· The Commission wants to eliminate the low bush blueberry and replace them with a high bush blueberry and add a common spice bush.
· DG stated the existing boat ramp should show on plans.
· DB stated they’ll sign and notarize the permit tonight and the applicant can pick it up in the morning.     
MOTION:
Moved by DM, seconded by EG to issue an Order of Conditions.
                         Vote 4/0
8:30 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-771:  Construction of 20,000 sq. ft. industrial building with associated parking, utilities, stormwater systems and site work at 10 Technology Park Road.  Para Land Surveying representing One Picker Realty Trust.
· EJ stated all issues have been addressed.  EJ stated that the snow storage area has been changed and now there is a berm between snow storage and wetlands.  EJ stated that now the snow melt will be filtered in the sediment forebay.  
MOTION:
Moved by DM, seconded by EG to close the public hearing and issue an Order of                                                                                                                     


 Conditions.

                         Vote 4/0
8:45 p.m. Public Hearing – RDA: Installation of above ground pool and deck at 9 Woodside Circle.  Applicant K. Distefano.

· EJ did a site visit yesterday and asked the owner to file a permit because the pool line was so close to the 50 foot buffer.

· K. Distefano stated that the pool area is elevated, there is no excavation, no fill pipe, no grading and  heavy equipment on site.

· DB stated one condition they put in the Order of Conditions for pools, is that you need to reduce the water in the winter and direct it away from the wetlands. 

· KD wasn’t aware of this and she will certainly check into it. 

MOTION:
Moved by DG, seconded by EG to issue a Negative Determination.



Vote 4/0
OTHER BUSINESS
John Hanson –Barre Construction, 244 Fiske Hill Road

· JH stated he’s trying to get the property in compliance.  He did a site visit with EJ on 5/13.

· DB stated there’s an enforcement order on the property.

· DM statedthe property needs to be evaluated for proper drainage, road replacement, condition of cellar hole and condition of erosion controls.

· DG stated there was excessive clearing of trees.

· JH stated he sent the letter to his environmental consultant and he’s waiting to hear back from them.
· DB stated there is suspicion from abutters because the drainage pattern has changed and the abutters property was the recipient of a large amount of water from this property. 
· DB stated there are outstanding violations that the first culvert didn’t have the correct invert.

· JH stated his intent is to address each item with the consultant.

· An abutter to the property asks what’s happening with the cellar hole, and stated there is water overflowing and coming onto his property.

· JH again stated he will address everything.

· EG asks when will work be done?

· JH stated it will be done as quick as possible since it is a prefab house.

· EJ stated the entire extent of the silt fence and hay bales need to be replaced since they have deteriorated.

· DB questions the location of the cellar hole since it was placed illegally.

· DB stated that Mr. Lyons(previous owner) came to the board asking for a certificate for work done on X,Yand Z and was denied because work on A,B and C wasn’t completed.

· EJ stated that a grassed swaled area, retaining walls, seeding and stabilization need to be addressed immediately.

· DB suggests when putting in the silt fence and hay bales,  JH use the plan to make sure they are put in the correct place.  

· DB suggests JH keep in touch with EJ and the board would be willing to go on a site visit with EJ and JH along with the consultant.

Motion:  By DG, seconded by EG to adjourn

     Hein’s Farm Amendment of Order of Conditions

· EJ stated that T.Chamberland contacted EJ and DB and stated that where the original trail is routed, it is going thru a swale which is currently dry but runs in the spring.

Motion:  Moved by EG to approve the change to the trail, seconded by DM

               Vote: 4/0 

Signage at the Hein’s Farm for Trails Day

Plaque at Hein’s Farm Kiosk

New Business

National Trails Day – Discussion with Pat McGarragh
Use of funds toward logo:

· DB stated that the funding is available thru the normal budget.  DB discussed it with Jim and they can take this amount out of this FY which ends in June and then come back with Phase II and appropriate the money for FY 09 so DB had Smith and Jones redo the bid.
· DB stated he submitted the bid to the agent and Town Administrator and they feel it’s appropriate.  They will make out a purchase order and  Smith and Jones can begin the process.
MOTION:
Moved by DG, seconded by EG to approve the use of funds for the logo.  



4/0

quinebaug Shattuckett Water testing in Holland.  15 volunteers.  Moving forward with monitoring the Quinebaug.  Site received by DEP.  Testing for Distilled Oxygen, turbidity, PH
9:15 PM

Requests for Certificates of Compliance

· DEP #300-588: 274 Big Alum Lake 

·  EJ stated when the applicant applied early last year for a Certificate of Compliance that the driveway changed slightly, the area wasn’t stabilized completely and the concrete pin wasn’t placed.
· EJ  stated the area’s are now stabilized
· DG asks about the area across the street?

· EJ stated she didn’t take notice and shows a picture.

MOTION:
Moved by DM, seconded by EG to issue a Certificate of Compliance.



Vote 4/0

· DEP #300-465: 83 McGilpin Road: Commission wanted a site visit.
· EJ stated the new owner was uncomfortable with her doing a site visit so she left the property. 

· EJ stated she received an as built today (5/22/08) from Mark Farrell.
· DM stated that EJ needs to formally inspect the property and if she’s not allowed access, the sale is not final -no COC.
· EJ stated that she’s let the new owner’s lawyer know already.

Letter Permits

     Tree Removal - 19 Old Hamilton Road
· EG stated the Commission was supposed to contact an arborist about whether the trees were dying.  Commission talks about finding an arborist who would do inquiries for them.
     Tree Removal - 114 Lane 10

· Applicant wants to remove six dead trees.
· DB stated to have the trees marked and EJ will do a site visit.
Notification of Minor Activities under the WPA

Exploratory Borings - 236 Haynes Street

Exploratory Borings – 400 Hayes Street/Rte. 15

· Commission has no problems provided there is mitigation and stabilization is put in                     place afterward.
· Sign Permits

DEP #300-637 – 113 Breakneck Road

· Correspondences

· Tax abatements

· PLAC 

MOTION:
Moved by DG, seconded by EG to adjourn at …



Vote 3/0
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